
  

 

December 2022 - January 2023 

Now serving the communities of Burnby, Great Givendale,  

Goodmanham, Hayton, Huggate, Landsborough, Market Weighton, Millington,  

Nunburnholme, Pocklington, Sancton, Shiptonthorpe and Warter 

What a wonderful sentiment, that Christmas blessings should be 
with us every day of the year, and that each day be blessed with joy 
and peace.  Sounds great doesn’t it?  But it doesn’t come easily.  To 
achieve anything near it behoves each and every one of us to  
examine ourselves.  Look back and think if you have ever said or done 
anything that has caused distress to another person?  Have your 
words sought to lift up, or bring down anyone? 

If we all decide to tread a way of joy and peace then our homes, 
communities, hamlets, villages, towns and cities, nations and our 
whole world would be a more joyous, peaceful place to live 

May the Peace of the Christ Child be with us all 
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Large print versions of ‘The Link’ are  

available on request. 
Articles to be sent to Freda Bailey  Rose Villa,  

Town Street Shiptonthorpe, YO43 3PE 

01430 873318  f4freda@ymail.com 

Deadline for next issue is  

Friday 13th January 

You can find a service at a Church Near 

You and you can still worship at home on 

line, radio or TV. 
 

You can also receive The Link by e mail 

then you see it in full colour. 
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Pocklington Wold:  Revd Dr Jake Belder: 

Vicar of Burnby, Hayton, Gt Givendale, Huggate, Millington, 

Nunburnholme, Pocklington and Warter 

Church Office  01759 306045  office@allsaintspock.plus.com 

 

Weighton Wold:  Revd Canon Caroline Pinchbeck: 

Rector of Market Weighton, Goodmanham, Londesborough, Sancton 

and Shiptonthorpe 

01430 879996  07703 683171  vicarmwgs627@btinternet.com 

Church Wardens 

 

St Giles, Burnby     Mr Christopher Soukup  01759 306154 

        Mr Steve Chrispin   07899 901212 

All Hallows, Goodmanham   Mrs Christine Sawyer  01430 872251 

St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale   Mrs Rosanne MacConachie 01759 368419 

        Mrs Lynne Thomas   07792 064295 

St Martin, Hayton     Mrs Elizabeth Thackray  01759 304317 

St Mary, Huggate     Mrs Ruth Braithwaite   01377 288422 

        Mrs S Dale    01377 288485 

All Saints, Londesborough   Mrs Joan Fletcher   01430873554 

All Saints, Market Weighton   Mrs Irene Pittaway   01430 873751 

        Mr Andrew Frankland Barber 01759 303371 

St Margaret’s. Millington    Mr J Burley    via Church Office 

St James, Nunburnholme   Dr Andrew Henworth   01759 740915 

All Saints, Pocklington    Mrs Tina Morley   via Church Office 

        Mr Rob Dean    via Church Office 

All Saints, Sancton     Vacant contact Rev Caroline Pinchbeck 

All Saints Shiptonthorpe    Mrs Freda Bailey   01430 873318 

 

Isaiah 9: 6-9 NLT For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government 
will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called:  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace 
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A few words from Revd Jake 
 
Although I’ve lived in this country for over a decade now, it still  
surprises me every November how quickly the days shorten and the 
darkness closes in around us. 
  
But it’s not just the weather. For the past few years now, we’ve felt 
the darkness pressing in on us in lots of different ways, from the 
pandemic, to political instability, to the bleakest economic forecast 
we’ve had in a long time. A couple of months ago, a big survey of 
university-aged young people was done, and in stark contrast to the 
generation that went before them, it found that the majority of young 
people today feel complete despair when they look towards the  
future. We live in a world that is unravelling, and hope is fading. 
  
We spend a lot of time in the church looking backwards. But that is 
not for reasons of nostalgia, like we’re looking for some golden age. 
It is because this is where our hope and confidence comes from. As 
Christmas approaches, we look back to the story of Jesus, because 
in the birth of Jesus, we see the fulfilment of all of God’s promises to 
deliver us from the despair of this world. Jesus didn’t just enter the 
world to comfort us when things are difficult. He entered the world to 
defeat the powers of sin and death that make things so difficult for 
us. When we look back, we remember that God has already acted 
to set us free. And because Jesus died and rose again, we can look 
forward with confidence that he will act again to make all things new. 
  
As we live through this darkest time of year, may we fix our eyes 
again on the true light that has come into the world. And looking 
back, may we face the future with the hope and confidence that only 
Jesus brings. 
 
Jake’s words remind me of a chorus based on  
Hebrews 12:2 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  
look full in His wonderful face; 
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim  
in the light of His glory and grace. 
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News from Burnby   

We had a lovely  
Harvest Festival  
service, led by Revd. 
Bronnie. Thank you to 
Sandra and Sara for 
the beautiful seasonal 
flower arrangements 
and for the generous donations of tinned foods and 
non-perishable items received for People's Pantry. 
It was great to have a good catch up with everyone 

over supper afterwards too. (Just a quick reminder that tins, packets and other 
non-perishable items for People's Pantry can be left in Church or dropped off at 
Steve & Paula's house 'Lime Trees').  
 
A big thank you to Carol, Sara and Steve for  
organising the Good Company Choir concert and 
everyone who supported it in any way. It was a 
superb evening raising around £500, of which £100 
will be donated to People's Pantry, with the  
remainder going towards the upkeep of St Giles.   
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated warm 
clothing and toiletries to Carecent for the homeless 

this year and to Carol and Brenda for  
organising collections and deliveries. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
You are very welcome to join us at any of the 
following: 
On Sunday 4 December, we look forward to 
welcoming Revd. Jake to lead our Family 
Communion service, assisted by Revd. 
Bronnie. 
 

Carol and Brenda are hosting a Christmas coffee/tea afternoon at 2pm on  
Thursday 8 December at The Hagues, when a surprise guest will be narrating a 
riveting story! Always a great event to get us in the festive spirit and one not to be 
missed. 
 
Our Carol Service, led by Revd. Bronnie, will take place at 7pm on Friday 16  
December. Enjoy a tipple on arrival and a bring and share buffet supper  
afterwards. A collection will take place for the Children's Society. Always a 
popular event in our village calendar and a great opportunity to get together.  
wonder what Revd. Bronnie has in store for us this year!  
 
Please note: We will not be having a service on Sunday 1 January. A Group 
service will be taking place at 10.45am at All Saints, Pocklington.  
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News from Londesborough 

 

Harvest Festival Service and Harvest Feast 

– The collection at the Harvest Festival raised 

£157.30 which, together with food donations, 

we were pleased to donate to the Acorns.  

 

 

The Feast that followed the service was  

enjoyed by everyone who attended. 

Christmas Draw tickets –  

The Christmas Draw tickets are now 

available, with the usual excellent  

hprizes, including the choice of a whole 

Londesborough lamb or £150’s worth of 

organic groceries from Abel and Cole. 

Tickets will be sold at all events and are also available from members of the PCC. 

Together We Care Christmas Table Top Sale – Another reminder that the sale 

will be held in the Concert Hall on Saturday 26
th
 November, from 11-00am to  

3-00pm. As well as the many stalls, there will be a table selling teas and coffees, 

with all money raised going to church funds. There will also be the opportunity to 

buy Christmas Draw tickets and second-hand books. 

Swing Band Concert – The Hessle Swing and Jazz 

Band will give a concert in the Concert Hall on  

Saturday 3rd December, starting at 7-45pm. The 

doors will open at 7-00pm. Tickets will be £5-00 per 

adult and £2-00 for those under 16. Please bring 

along a picnic and whatever you would like to drink. 

Tickets are available 

from Julie Tel 

07849484651 or Nick 

Tel 07972193811. All  

proceeds raised will go to church funds. 

Nativity Festival –The Nativity Festival, with  
exhibits from many groups, will be held on Saturday 
3

rd
 December and Sunday 4

th
 December in the 

church, from 12-00pm to 3-00pm. The admission 
charge will be £2.00 per adult which will include the 
choice of a hot drink and biscuits. Children aged 16 
and under will be free. 
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Carols around the tree – Friday 16
th
 December at 5-30pm, come along and sing 

carols around the Christmas tree, on Low Street, Londesborough. Further  

information to follow on the Londesborough website. 

Carol Service – The Carol Service will take place on Sunday 18
th
 December at  

4-00pm. There will be a short Nativity Play within the service. Refreshments and 

the Christmas Draw will follow immediately afterwards. 

Forward planning – ‘Snowdrop’ Sundays – 12th and 19
th
 February 2023. There 

will be refreshments in the Reading Room, as well as performances in the church. 

Tamsin, our organist, will play on 12
th
 February and the Weighton Waytes will  

perform on 19
th
 February. The Wilderness is a private garden, open for viewing at 

the owner’s discretion, and dependent upon as to whether there has been any 

winter weather damage. 

Thank you – As we come again towards the end of another year, the PCC 
wishes to say a big thank you to all those people who have contributed to the life 
and upkeep of the church. These include those on the flower rota, the bellringers, 
the clock winder, the event organisers, the providers of food and the servers on 
our open days, the church sitters and to all who give their time and energy in 
ensuring that our beautiful church remains a focus of life in Londesborough. 

*********************************************** 

Christmas Dinners for the homeless 

Olly Southgate is cracking on with his collection to make Christmas a little better 
for the homeless.  His collection box 
outside his house at Gannymede  
Londesborough  YO43 3LJ is ready for 
donations to 6 charities/shelters  
covering approx. 400 homeless. 
Donations can be snacks, drinks, 
mince pies, tinned veg/fruit etc, sweets, 
chocolate, fresh fruit and veg nearer  
Christmas, basically anything to help 
over the whole of the Christmas period.   
Everyone deserves love, food and  
shelter, especially at Christmas. 
So, let’s crack on again, to make a 
cracker of a difference to so many  
people!  It’s a good opportunity to get 
the youngsters baking for a good 
cause. 

There are also other drop off points in: 
Ollie’s Mum’s house—Beacon Lodge Home upon Spalding Moor YO43 4ED,  
Tomlinsons Opticians in Newbald and Aristocrats' in Market Weighton.. 
    You can find Ollie on FB for more information 
 Let’s go crackers and share the love, and the grub this Christmas!! 
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News from Hayton 
This year Hayton villagers are doing 

an illuminated advent trail which will 

include windows and outside  

displays. It will start on the  

 

1st December and a display added 

each day of Advent. The final display 

on the 24th will be in St Martin’s 

church. All 24 displays will continue to 

be lit from 25th until 1st January so 

you can see all 24 at the same time. 

You will be able to collect a map of the 

Advent trail from Hayton Service  

Station where there will be a box for 

donations. All proceeds are for  

St Martin’s Church. 

This is a photo of a window display - 
but which number is it? 
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What’s on in and around  
Pocklington 

 

 

 
Bible Study is held on Monday @ 7.30, Wednesday @11am 

Celebration Singers are performing at All Saints Pocklington on Saturday 3rd  
December at 7.30pm.  Tickets available from the Church office, £8 

Pocklington Singers will be at All Saints Pocklington on Friday 9th December at 
7.30pm.  Tickets available from the church office, £10 

Pocklington Praise evenings are held at the Methodist Church on the last Friday 
of the month at 7.30.  Light supper afterwards.  No charge, donations welcomed. 

Shoeboxes 
Nearly 200 Shoeboxes from this area are 

now on their way to Bulgaria, Moldova, 

Romania and the Ukraine.  Shoeboxes 

filled lovingly with Christmas gifts and  

essential items.  The boxes came from 

Market Weighton churches,  

Melbourne, Pocklington,  

Shiptonthorpe (19) and  

28 from Warter School  

Many thanks to all who donated, packed 

and wrapped to help those less fortunate 

to have something this Christmas. 

Combine a stroll around the market or 

just come and enjoy some company on 

Tuesday mornings 10-11.30am. 

Everyone is welcome 

A Craft Group meet in  All Saints 2nd and 4th 
Friday of each month from 2 pm – 4 pm 
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Services for Pocklington Wold 

December 2022 and January 2023 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th December 
Advent 2 

09.15 Burnby FC 

Huggate AAW 

10.45 Pocklington HC 

15.00 Nunburnholme Christingle 

Sunday 11th December 
Advent 3 

09.15 Millington HC 

Givendale MP BCP 

10.45 Pocklington HC 

16.00 Huggate EP BCP 

Friday 16th December 

19.00 Burnby Carol Service 

Sunday 18th December 
Advent 4 

10.45 Nunburnholme AAW 

Pocklington HC 

16.00 Huggate Christingle 

Millington Carol Service 

Pocklington Christingle 

Saturday 24th December 

Christmas Eve 

16.00 Pocklington Crib Service 

18.00 Huggate HC 

19.00 Gt Givendale Carol Service 

Nunburnholme HC 

23.30 Hayton Midnight 
Communion 

Pocklington Midnight 
Communion 

Sunday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

09.15 Millington HC 

10.45 Pocklington HC 

Sunday 1st January 2023 
Christmas 2 

10.45 Pocklington HC 

Sunday 8th January 
Epiphany 

09.15 Millington HC 

Givendale MP 

10.45 Pocklington HC 

16.00 Huggate EP BCP 

Sunday 15th January 
Epiphany 2 

09.15 Huggate HC 

10.45 Nunburnholme HC 

Pocklington MWT 

Sunday 22nd January 
Epiphany 3 

09.15   Givendale HC BCP 

Huggate MP 

Millington MP 10.45   

Pocklington HC 

Sunday 29th January 
Epiphany 4 

Group Service 

10.45 Pocklington HC 
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Services For Weighton Wold 

December 2022 and January 2023 

 
 

 

 Sunday 4th December 
Advent 2 

Time Parish Service 

10.30 Shiptonthorpe BCP HC 

Weighton HC 

10.45 Londesborough MP 

Sunday 11th December 
Advent 3 

10.30 Weighton HC 

11.30 Londesborough HC 

16.30 Shiptonthorpe Christingle 

Sunday 18th December 
Advent 4 

10.30 Weighton HC 

15.00 Goodmanham Carol Service 

16.00 Londesborough Carol Service 

16.30 Shiptonthorpe Carols & Nativity 

16.00 Sancton Lessons & Carols 

Saturday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

15.00 Goodmanham First Christmas 

15.00 
17.00 

Weighton Christingle 

22.00 Goodmanham 
Holy  
Communion 

23.30 Weighton Midnight Mass 

Sunday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

09.30 Shiptonthorpe 
Christmas  
Communion 

10.00 Sancton HC 

10.30 Weighton HC 

Sunday 1st January 2023 
Christmas 2/Epiphany 

Time Parish Service 

10.30 Shiptonthorpe BCP HC 

Weighton HC 

10.45 Londesborough MP 

Sunday 7th January  
Epiphany 1 

09.00 Weighton HC (Said) 

10.30 
 

Shiptonthorpe AAW 

Weighton HC 

10.45 Londesborough HC 

Sunday 15th January 
Epiphany 2 

10.30 
  

Weighton HC 

Shiptonthorpe MP 

16.00 Sancton ES 

Sunday 22nd January 
Epiphany 3 

09.00 Goodmanham HC 

10.30 
Shiptonthorpe FC 

Weighton HC 

10.45 Londesborough MP 

Sunday 29th January 
Epiphany 4 

Group Service 

10.30 Weighton HC 

AAW—All Age Worship  MP—Morning Prayer 

ES—Evensong         FC—Family Communion 

HC—Holy Communion 
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What’s on in Weighton Wold 

ALL AGES Services at Shiptonthorpe 

Jesus spoke to everyone, and anyone: from the teachers in the 

temple, the (often) corrupt leaders of religion, labourers, doctors, 

men, women, sinners, adulteries and CHILDREN.  Not only did He 

say, “Suffer the little children to come to me,” but that we must be 

as little children to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Please do come and join us at  

4.30 in December, 10.30 in January 

Refreshments after the service 

 

Warm Space Wednesday 
Working in partnership with St 

John’s Church 

Working with the community, for 

the community 

Coffee and chat 10-12pm 

Soup and a roll 12-1pm 

(donations) 

Stitch Therapy: 1.30-6pm 

A good Sing 

If you enjoy singing come 

along to All Saints Mondays 

@ 2pm 

Jigsaws and Games 

At All Saints on  

Thursday afternoons.  Pop in 

for a cuppa and some chat 

Advent Lunches 

On the four Thursdays before Crismas there 

will be a short meditation/reflection at  

midday.  This will be followed with some  

soup and fellowship.  Please come along. 
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If Kindness spread like Covid 

To recapture what we now know: it didn’t begin 

in a laboratory in Wuhan, nor with a pangolin or bat, 

but it already lay dormant within us, like a seed 

waiting for the right conditions to thrive; 

 

The symptoms of kindness are many and various, 

and may include some or all of the following: 

tear drops, sudden laughter, a feeling of warmth, 

and a peculiar uplifting of the heart; 

 

It leaves its traces everywhere: from boxes 

left on doorsteps to conversations over fences; 

it can be transmitted over long distances, 

through a phone call, or from a smile across a street, 

 

Or a softening of tongue spoken beside 

a hospital bed; it affects young and old equally; 

there is no race or gender immune from it; 

it has the power to topple corrupt governments'; 

 

If one person were to pass it onto just three others 

and they, in turn, were to pass it on to three more, 

in no time at all, the world would be full of it, 

and where, might we ask ourselves, would we be then. 

Shared with the KIND permission of Brian Bilston 

No act of 

kindness 

is ever 

wasted.  

Aesop 

A gentle (kind) 

answer deflects 

anger, but harsh 

words make  

tempers flare.   

Proverbs 15:1 

When I was young I 

admired clever people.  

Now that I am old I ad-

mire kind people. 

Abraham Heschel 

A tourist ordered breakfast in a restaurant.  The waitress was rather 

grumpy and rude.  So, When his breakfast arrived he looked up at the 

waitress and said, ’How about a kind word?’  She leaned over to him and 

whispered, ’Don’t eat the eggs!’  
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Nunburnholme News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Churchyard Tidy  
On Saturday 1st October several volunteers, 
young and old, came along with their garden-
ing tools to help us to tidy up the churchyard 
ready for the winter.  Within an hour or so the 
hard work was completed and the churchyard 
is now tidy for the winter months.   
A big thank you must go to all our volunteers! 
 

 
Harvest Festival Service 
On Sunday 2nd October we held our Harvest  

Festival with 
the families 
and staff from 
Warter C of E 
Primary 
School.   
It was a  
wonderful  
service led by 
Canon  
Rodney and 
the pupils who 

confidently took the prayers and bible  
readings.  Afterwards the large congregation 
enjoyed a shared Harvest Lunch in church. 
The church was beautifully decorated with flowers 
and fruit, thank you to all who contributed towards 
this community event.   
 
September 100 Club Draw Winners! 
1st No 26 Mike Hastings £19.95 
2nd No 18 Judy Johnston £8.55 
 
October 100 Club Draw Winners! 
1st No 54 Ninya Van Galen £19.95 
2nd No 38 Judith Steer  £8.55 
Quarterly No 12 Elizabeth Van Wyk £37.05 
 

We are looking to in-
crease our 100 Club mem-
bership, currently we 
have only 57 mem-
bers………. 
Please contact Ann if you 
would like to join, one 
number only costs £2 a 
month (£24 per year) and 
it’s a fantastic investment 
in supporting our historic 
church!! 
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Supper, Social and  
Folk Music Event 

The Jubilee Committee  
organised it’s first social event 
for over two and a half years on 
Saturday 8th October!  It was a 
super evening with hot food, a 
licensed bar and some delightful 
entertainment from our friends, 
Ye Aulde Folke Band.   
The audience were enthralled by 
the mix of humorous and  
beautiful old folk songs played 
by the band, and actively  
responded by participating with 
some of the songs, clapping 

rhythms and laughing at the  
humorous folk songs! 
Thank you to all who supported 
this fund raising event, a big 
thank you to Paul (and his Mum, 
Kay) for organising and running 
the licensed bar, also to Judy 
and her team for the delicious 
hot supper.  We raised the 
amazing sum of £345.50 which 
will go towards the cost of  
maintaining our beautiful  
historical church. 
 
Dates for Diary 
Christingle Service for all the 
family on  
Sunday 4th December at 
3pm.  This is a special service 
with lighted candles symbolising Christ as the light of the world, held by children at 
a special Advent service originating in the Moravian Church.  Please come along to 
celebrate the Advent with fellow villagers. 
Christmas Wreath Workshop at Hessey Farm on Saturday 10th December 
2pm-4pm.  Tickets are £15 and include making a wreath, a glass or two of mulled 
wine and mince pies!  Contact Ann 01759304311 or johnann73@aol.com to book a 
place.  The funds raised from this event, which is organised by the Jubilee  
Committee, go towards the maintenance of our beautiful church  

 
 

 

mailto:johnann73@aol.com
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News from 

Shiptonthorpe  

There was a full church for our 

Remembrance Sunday  

Service led by Mike Bailey.  

A special song was included 

for the children, ‘Brave men 

and women fought to keep 

us safe,’….we also had a  

retiring collection for ssafa 

which raised £231.59 for this worthwhile cause. 

A Christingle service will be held on  

11th December at 4.30pm.   

This is a very ancient service, originating from the  

Moravian church.  It’s a delightful way for young, and old 

to remember God as creator and sustained of our world, 

and Jesus as the saviour 

and light of the world.   

Our Carol Service is on 

the 18th December at 

4.30pm. 

All are welcome 

This year we will be having a service o 

Christmas Day.  This will be a Family  

Communion starting at 9.30am, led by Shelagh Jones.  Please do join us 
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Parents…..If you are looking for an alternative to ‘Elf on the Shelf’  why not 

try using your Nativity crib figures and take them on a journey? 

Enjoy your Advent Journey! 

Do you have a crib set?  A little stable, a 

few animals, shepherds, Joseph, Mary 

and  Baby Jesus?  Rather than just set it 

up and leave it, let me share a  

suggestion, to help each day bring you 

closer to Christmas, just as Advent  

calendars do.  We bought our crib set in 

Germany some 40 years ago, and this is 

what we’ve done every year since.  When 

you set up the crib scene, just put the  

animals in, in our case an ox (but not the 

donkey!).  Work out the orientation, and put Mary, Joseph and the donkey in the 

most northerly corner of the room (Nazareth, from which they travelled, is roughly 

north of Bethlehem).  Each day, move them a little closer to the stable, so they  

arrive early on Christmas Eve.  Put the shepherds (we only have one) and sheep 

somewhere close to the stable (they were just outside Bethlehem).  The Wise Men 

travelled from the east, so  find the right 

spot in the room to start and move them the 

long way round – they aren’t going to arrive 

till Epiphany (6 January).  As for the baby, 

hide him somewhere: we hide him in the 

straw of the stable!!  We also have some 

little paper angels, who hide behind the  

stable, practising their song.  Late on 24
th
, 

pop the baby in the stable, send the angels 

to greet the shepherds, move the  

shepherds and sheep to the stable, put the 

angels on top, then settle down to a wonderful Christmas, very aware of Jesus’ 

birth and why you are celebrating.  

Then keep those Wise Men mov-

ing until they arrive on 6 January.  

Happy journeying!  

Shelagh Jones 

If you ever need a confidential 

chat , or are seeking practical 

help, please don’t hesitate to 

ring Shelagh (01430 871612) , 

Mike or  Freda (873318),  

Shiptonthorpe Relief in Need 

Are you a resident of Shiptonthorpe or Londes-
borough?   
If ever you, or someone you know in either village, is 
in financial need, this charity may be able to help.  
Please contact one of the Trustees, in total confi-
dence. 

Mrs. Hilary Hazell (Chairperson) 01430 873426 

Tony Vinnell     0798 9782415 

Irene Mumby     01430 871078 

Sarah Wilkins     01430 873464 

Robert Ducker     07889 198948 

Revd Shelagh Jones    01430 871612 
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News from Warter C.E.Primary School  

Farewell Miss Metcalfe 
 

Goodbye and hello from Warter 
Welcome to my final article in The Link from Warter, how-
ever the school will continue to contribute to each  
publication, but more in a moment. After more than 8 
years as Head teacher and 37 years working mainly at 
Warter school, I will be retiring at the end of this term. 
 
Throughout my career, I have been very fortunate to work 
with some wonderful people, some brilliant teachers and 
some highly talented children and none more so than here 
at Warter. It has been a privilege to lead such an amazing 
school and I will miss working with such a great team of 
staff, governors, parents and children. 

 
I have always enjoyed coming to work and there is not a day goes past when I 
do not get to see the talents, skills and enthusiasm of our children in some way 
or another. It is watching children grow and develop, achieving their potential, 
realising their dreams, becoming responsible young people that drives every 
teacher and it has been a great pleasure to contribute to making this happen 
for so many at Warter. 
 
Warter School is a really special place. It is a special place because of the  
pupils and staff that make up the school. That will remain the same, and I look 
forward to reading and hearing about continued successes long into the future. 
Thank you , with kind regards Alison Metcalfe 

The governors have appointed Mrs. Helen Houghton as the new head teacher 
and she will begin her role in January 2023.  
Before Mrs. Houghton begins her Warter  

journey she would like to share her vision ahead 
for Warter (opposite page).  Alison Metcalfe 

All are welcome to  
our end of term Carol Service in Warter 

Church, 1.45pm on Friday 16th December. 
 

News from  
Millington 

Millington Village Hall for  

Coffee, Chat and Company 

Wednesdays 10.30  to 12   

If you are new to the village, come and meet  your 

neighbours.   

Tea, coffee and biscuits  No charge,  

donations welcome 

For more info call Camilla 301931 or Joy 306655 



19 

 

Welcome Mrs Houghton 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to you all as I will be taking over from 
Miss Metcalfe as Headteacher of Warter C. E. 
Primary School from January 2023.  
  
From my first visit to the school some time ago, 
I was completely captivated by what a unique 
and special place Warter is and how confident, 
friendly and motivated the children are. Warter Primary has 
many qualities; a rich learning environment, a broad and  
balanced curriculum, high academic standards and a talent-

ed and committed staff team. I feel extremely fortunate to be joining a school that 
inherently values learning together and caring for each other as the community of 
Warter C. E. Primary does so effortlessly.   
  
In terms of my own background, I was educated in both Cambridgeshire and York-
shire and undertook my teaching degree at the University of Hull. I taught at  
Leavening CP School for the first few years of my career and then became Deputy 
Headteacher at Stakesby CP School in Whitby, remaining there until 2018. I  
secured the Headship at Ruswarp C of E Primary School in Whitby in January 
2019 – where I have been ever since.    
  
Outside of school, I have three boys aged between nine and seventeen and a little 
girl who is nearly 4 months old. I recently moved to Stamford Bridge and love 
this part of the world very much! Having my own family not only keeps me busy, but 
also enables me to see things from a child/parent perspective and to keep all  
prospective leadership decisions made with the children of Warter at the very  
centre of them – where they should be! 
  
Miss Metcalfe’s authentic care, commitment and drive to ensure Warter is a happy 
and harmonious place to be is evident throughout the school. I very much look  
forward to leading and developing the school further. The Christian ethos of the 
school is important to us all and I will continue to ensure that, through the school’s 
vision, ethos and values, children flourish and achieve their true potential.   
  
Mrs Helen Houghton 

God loved the world so much that he GAVE his only 
son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish 

but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
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Christmas is all about the compassion and 

kindness that God showed us when he gave 

his son, Jesus, to be our saviour. 

But compassion and kindness are not just 

for Christmas! 

We should show them 24/7, 365 days a year. 

Not easy, but well worth the effort 

************** 

Services are many and varied in our churches.  

From traditional to more contemporary we 

hope there is something to 

suit you. 

And we’d love to see you. 

  


